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Vaccine Controversies

Are today’s vaccines safe enough?

mmunization rates are at all-time highs, and once-
dreaded childhood diseases like polio and
diphtheria are at or near record lows. But growing
numbers of parents and a small group of scientists
question the safety of some vaccines, claiming they can
cause severe adverse reactions. They also contend that
vaccines shouldn’t be mandatory for illnesses like

chickenpox and hepatitis B — which are mild or rare in

children — and that tests on the vaccines have been

inadequate. In addition, some scientists say that
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